
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1891
the incomes of the poorest fifth of working
families dropped by 21% between 1979 and
1995, while the incomes of the richest fifth
jumped by 30% during the same time period.
So during both good times and bad the gap
has grown. Most economists think that a
principal reason for the widening gap is tech-
nology. Other factors are the erosion over
several years of the minimum wage, inter-
national trade, the decline of unionization,
and immigration. So while the new tech-
nologies are creating growth in the economy
and new opportunities, they are also increas-
ing economic inequalities and sharpening so-
cial divisions.

In the last few years, lower-income work-
ers have gotten some help from the strong
economy and from the 90 cent an hour in-
crease in the minimum wage in 1996. Yet
middle-class members overall have not done
as well in the race to improve their incomes.
At the top and the bottom of the economic
ladder, wages have risen briskly but in the
middle they have risen more slowly. Com-
puters, technology, and imports have diluted
the demand for medium-skilled workers, and
corporate downsizing has made middle-in-
come people feel less secure in their jobs and
more reluctant to push for wage increases.

The middle class today is not complaining
too visibly because their pay has gone up
faster than the inflation rate over the last
two years, even if the increase is not as great
as the one by lower- and upper-income work-
ers. But the longer the expansion of the
economy lasts, the more people will begin to
understand their position in the total econ-
omy and the less happy they will be. If a re-
cession occurs and the trends continue they
will become quite angry.

Policy choices: There is no shortage of an-
swers to this widening income gap. The best
medicine may be steady economic growth
and the extraordinarily low unemployment
rates we have today that can help push
workers’ hourly wages up. But several other
steps have been proposed. Some people want
to remove regulatory barriers, improve
school systems, and expand programs to im-
prove workers’ skills. Others want to con-
centrate on tougher trade rules, better anti-
poverty programs, and strong labor protec-
tions. We need to create and keep good high-
wage jobs.

But it seems to me that we also need to
consider carefully the impact of any pro-
posed federal tax cuts. Tax policy should rec-
ognize the need to improve the lot of mod-
erate-income working Americans. At a mini-
mum it shouldn’t worsen the income gap by
giving the most benefits to those already
very well off.

The income trends in the American econ-
omy are disquieting. The scale of the prob-
lem and the dearth of solutions add up to dif-
ficult political challenges ahead in the not
too distant future. Historically tax policy
has helped keep inequality from going too
far. Too much inequality almost certainly
leads to making societies unstable. There
may be little risk of instability at this point,
but nonetheless the broader question of the
impact of tax cut proposals on the distribu-
tion of income and the wealth in society
should not be ignored.

House proposal: The main tax cut cur-
rently being considered in Congress is a
House proposal to cut $80 billion over the
next five years. The biggest tax cuts in the
package—accounting for three-fourths of its
total cost—would provide ‘‘marriage pen-
alty’’ tax relief to two-income married cou-
ples whose tax liability is higher than if they
were single; expand the amount of interest
and dividends excluded from income taxes;
and move up the date for exempting from
taxation estates worth up to $1 million.

This proposal faces problems in the Senate
and a likely Presidential veto because it

spends money that we don’t have. 98% of the
projected overall budget surplus is due to the
temporary surplus being built up in Social
Security in order to help cushion the blow
when the baby boomers retire. For now and
the next several years the budget is in defi-
cit, other than Social Security. If it were not
for Social Security, the federal budget would
have an estimated deficit of $137 billion over
the next five years.

Looking at the tax cut bill’s impact on the
income gap, it has some reasonable provi-
sions, and it is certainly tilted far less to-
ward the wealthy than other recent House-
passed tax bills. But it is still not what we
would propose if one of our primary concerns
was looking out for moderate-income people.
For example, it does nothing to address So-
cial Security payroll taxes, even though
most lower and middle-income workers pay
more in Social Security taxes than they pay
in federal income taxes. And several of its
provisions—such as its tax relief for million-
dollar estates—benefit primarily upper-in-
come Americans. Overall, the changes in this
tax bill would make the tax system less pro-
gressive.

Conclusion: It is inevitable that we will be
hearing more proposals to cut income taxes
in the days and months ahead. There are
many ways to assess proposed tax cuts. But
the increasing income gap in America sug-
gests to me that it may be time for us to ask
what they mean for the country, not just for
each of us as individuals. That’s not an easy
question to answer, but in light of recent
economic trends it appears to me to be an
important factor in making a judgment on
tax cuts.
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to JOSEPH MCDADE—a distin-
guished member of this body who will retire at
the end of the session.

The House of Representatives will lose a
great Member of Congress when Representa-
tive MCDADE retires. Mr. MCDADE has rep-
resented both his constituents and the United
States well and faithfully since he was first
elected 36 years ago.

Mr. MCDADE began his career in politics as
the Solicitor of the City of Scranton. This ex-
perience, along with his degree in law from
the University of Scranton, provided him with
an excellent foundation for becoming a Mem-
ber of Congress.

JOSEPH MCDADE was first elected to the
House in 1962. Since then, he has worked
hard to protect the environment, keep military
bases open in his district, and help Americans
buy homes. Today, he has served longer in
Congress than any other Republican and
longer than all but two Democrats.

Mr. MCDADE has served for many years as
Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee
on Energy and Water Development. He is also
Vice Chair of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tee on National Security (formerly Defense)
and is a member on the Subcommittee on the
Interior. He also served on the Appropriations
Subcommittee for Housing and Urban Devel-

opment, and he was the most-senior Repub-
lican on the Small Business Committee, of
which he was a member from 1978 to 1991.

Representative MCDADE has been the rank-
ing Republican on the Defense Subcommittee
since 1985. On this subcommittee, he helped
to craft much of the annual defense and na-
tional security legislation during the final years
of the Cold War. His emphasis throughout his
tenure on the Defense Subcommittee has
been on military programs that stress a high-
quality force that is trained and ready for com-
bat. He also was instrumental in keeping the
region’s largest employer, the Tobyhanna
Army Depot, open during the periods of base
closures in 1991, 1993, and 1995.

Mr. MCDADE, through his seat on the Interior
Appropriations Subcommittee, has led the
charge in addressing nation’s energy problems
and has fought to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil. He was invaluable in establishing
the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation
Area, the Steamtown National Historic Site in
Scranton, and the Fishery Laboratory in
Wellsboro. From this position, he has also
helped to enact major clean air and water leg-
islation. Representative MCDADE was honored
for these and other efforts by the National
Parks and Recreation Association.

Over the years, Mr. MCDADE has also
pushed for community rehabilitation and devel-
opment, promoted housing for the elderly,
handicapped and low-income families, and in
1990, led the effort to enact the Housing
Guaranteed Loan program enacted into law.
This program will help more than 50,000 low-
and moderate-income Americans buy homes
this year. Congressman MCDADE also drafted
measures to help stimulate and protect small
companies in his time on the Small Business
Committee.

His work with many philanthropic organiza-
tions, including the Kennedy Center and the
National Cultural Center in Washington, D.C.,
are evidence of his strong commitment to the
arts. He is also committed to education, as his
trusteeships at both the University of Scranton
and Keystone College both indicate.

Congressman MCDADE has had an active
career in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. He has helped to pass many sig-
nificant pieces of legislation and will not soon
be forgotten by friends and colleagues on ei-
ther side of the aisle.

JOE, you will be sorely missed in the House.
We are going to miss your dedication, your in-
telligence, and your experience. I wish you the
best of luck in your future endeavors.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I

rise today to pay tribute to Mr. William Haw-
kins. On October 20, 1998 in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, National Industries for the Blind will
honor Mr. Hawkins with the first annual Milton
J. Samuelson Career Achievement Award,
named for the late Milton J. Samuelson in rec-
ognition of his leadership for upward mobility
and placement programs for people who are
blind.

Mr. Hawkins was diagnosed with progres-
sive glaucoma and cataracts soon after birth.
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